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Zeppo’s Experience



GEO ISLAND
-an educational Sim owned and maintained by the Department 
of Geography-Geology at Illinois State University

















Boswell’s Experience



Island 18
A Virtual Reconstruction of  18th-Century London

An Experiment in Teaching Old Texts with New Technology



A Tour of  the City
Student Projects



















Learning Outcomes



• Investigative Research
•Awareness of Intertextuality
• Active Discussion through Anonymity
• Extension of the Classroom
• Technical Skills



Research as Investigative
not supplementary



Awareness of  Intertextuality
texts aren’t written in a cultural vacuum



Active Discussion through Anonymity
silent voices speak up verbally & in writing



Extending the Classroom Space
learning doesn’t end at 10:50 on Tues/Thurs



Technical Skills & Competency
English Majors “rezzing” & programming!?



A Final Word:

“It really is an abnormal feeling when you 
realize that you are learning information 
through a completely different manner than 
you have previously during your academic 
career.” 

- “Cyn McAnthrope”



Future Plans





• stage scenes from 18th-century plays
• machinima productions of a play
• quest & obstacle exercises
• international team-teaching
• guest lectures
• virtual 18th-century conference
• edited collection by 18th-century scholars



CJProfessor’s Experience



CJS 339: Women and Criminal 
Justice



Step 1: Creation…..



Police Department



Medical Examiner



Medical Examiner



Domestic Violence Clearinghouse



Future Opportunities for Faculty

• Join Second Life Teaching-Learning Community

• Take CTLT Workshops 

– February 12th (Thurs.), 10am-12pm

– April 3rd (Fri.), 1-3pm

• Apply for Instructional Virtual Reality Development 
Initiative (Deadline: February 27th)

• Questions?  Contact Mayuko (mnakamu@ilstu.edu)

mailto:mnakamu@ilstu.edu
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