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Five-Point Cluster Rubric
Level Description

1 (almost entirely ) closed-ended, teacher-centered questions  with limited 
correct responses, primarily recall and memorization, lacks a clear focus , 
loosely organized

2 primarily teacher-centered; may contain some student-centered segments, 
some open-ended questions are interspersed within the cluster; however, the 
teacher quickly switches over to closed-ended questions.

3 blend of teacher-centered and student-centered instruction, contain s a mix 
of open-ended (more frequent) and closed-ended questions, focus more on 
the use of known facts, theories, and principles and less on the recall or 
memorization.

4 primarily student-centered with limited teacher-centered instruction, open-
ended questions are dominant with may be a few closed-ended questions, 
very little recall or memorization.

5 Entirely open-ended, student-centered questions. Predominance of 
questions that ask students to draw original conclusions /novel  thinking, may 
require students to make a judgment or critical analysis.
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Remembering

Creating

Evaluating

Teacher Questioning
Newcomb &Trefz,1988 

Processing

Memorizing, recall, identification of facts

Use of known facts, theories, and principles 
in a procedural manner

Novel thinking, making original conclusions, a 
student explaining their thinking about finding a 
solution to a non-routine problem

Making judgment or critical analysis
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