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Infroduction Method (cont.) Results

® College students who have chosen to major ®Instruments ) Specific EdPsych Topics
in Education often fail to see the relevance of = General atfifudes about Educational ® Most of the 49 specific topics were rated
psychology to their future teaching career gsﬁ.chOIO%Zr’h ) i ¢ 49 i above the midpoint of a 9-point scale
° . . - * RATINGSs OT The Importance o speciic = Many items were rated highly important to
teachers with civerse Contont knowiedge such topics covered in fhe Course begin with, and remained so at the end of

\ owledg = Open-ended questions the course
as behavior management, cognition, « Demoaraohi . .
motivation, social/personal development, and emographics = Other items were rated as more important at
learner differences Results the end of the semester (Fig 2)
® Our goal was to examine student attitudes Attitudes about EdPsyCh Learned helplessness
about Educational Psychology and provide ® Aftitudes were generally positive about the .
empirical data that supports its use in the importance of psychology to a careerin Shedules of reinforcement
teacher training curriculum at ISU teaching Efective punishment

® However, students were somewhat Scaffolding

ambivalent, indicating that they might prefer to
take a different psychology course while at the

Research Questions and same time agreeing it should be required (Fig 1) Vygotsky/Sodocultural
Hypotheses

N
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Psychology Important to Teaching Gender Differences

® Does a semester of Educational Psychology
inﬂUence ThOT CIH’”‘UdeS Clhd bellefS Of EdPsych is Interesting
preservice feachers?

® H1:Students’ attitudes will be more positive

at the end of the semester, as compared to )
fhe beginning Of fhe semester “Influence Career Success _ Weasuring student1Q

Ethnicity & Achievement

Stereotype Threat

Helps Me Understand Students
SES & Culture differences

Learning Disabilities

® H2: Students overall assessment of Would take if not Req'd
psychology's relevance may not change,
but specific topics will be viewed as more EdPsy Not Useful/Applicable
important to for their future careers

Classroom Management

M Ppre ®Post

» i . . . e
Would rather take diff Psy Course Figure 2. Mean ratings for the importance of a sample of specific

Educational Psychology fopics on a 9-point scale (1 = not important,
Should be req'd: Special Ed 9 = very important) at the beginning and end of the semester.
Method Discussion
° o e - . Should be req'd: Secondary Ed X
P%rélzyan'rsh(N 77'. jgi?y" female) ® Although only a few topics were rated as
:6% sophomore; 49.4% junior/senior - significantly more important at the end of the
= Secondary Education majors (n = 61) Pre HPost :
Special Education majors (n = 16) Figure 1. Mean scores for general attitude questions on a 9-point semester, these were particularly relevant
L] - . I - . . . . .
P I scale (1 = strongly disagree, 9 = strongly agree) at the beginning and topics such as diversity, ethnicity, culture, SES

end of the semester. and specific classroom management concepts




