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Identity (Leslie)

Research regards culture as a set of 
tools that aid in the pursuit of 
learning for Latino/a/x, African 
American, and Native American 
students

Positive racial identity can play a 
major role in promoting academic 
achievement and resilience for youth

Executive Summary of Cultural Responsiveness, Racial Identity and Academic Success: A Review of the Literature. A Report to the Rockefeller Foundation. 
(2010) Dr. Mary Stone Hanley and Dr. George W. Noblit
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Funds of Knowledge

Traditional schooling does not 
recognize the knowledge 
students of color bring with 
them from their homes and 
communities:

1. Aspirational capital
2. Navigational capital
3. Social capital
4. Linguistic capital
5. Familial capital
6. Resistant capital



Impact

Identify cultural wealth to focus on 
the strengths of students and 
families and find ways to build on 
the assets and strengths of 
students.

Hanley, M. and Noblit, G. (2010).Executive Summary of Cultural Responsiveness, Racial Identity and Academic Success: A Review of the Literature. A 
Report to the Rockefeller Foundation.
Yosso, T.J. (2005) Whose culture has capital? A critical race theory discussion of community cultural wealth. Race, Ethnicity and Education, 8(1), 69-91. doi: 
10.1080/1361332000341006

● Involving the community
● Use of culture in classroom instruction 

to promote racial identity
● Use of programs that affirm students’ 

cultural identity
● Education about racism and racial uplift
● Developing caring relationships
● Recognizing student success
● Active learning, students as problem 

solvers
● Incorporating arts



Identity Affirmation - Wh at th is  look s  lik e as  
a  firs t year teach er (Em ily)

● Building a tight-knit classroom community
● RELATIONSHIPS
● Restorative Circles
● Exposure to diverse literature
● Celebrating differences
● GRAPES of Me Project
● Next steps...
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Where is math and 
scien ce? (Helen )

Patterns, 
multiples, and 
proportionality

Adaptations and life 
cycle  

Mineral distribution & use

Weather, land formations, tides, 
wind, & erosion

Ecosystems, 
magnetic sand, & 
plant structure

Food cost, markets, & 
economy

Volcanoes, 
earthquakes, & tectonic 
plates



How do you become more knowledgeable 
about your s tuden ts  in  m ath / scien ce?



What does this look like? How do we build 
upon  th eir prior k n ow ledge?

Solar Ovens in Mexico

Cooking/recipes and chemical 
reactions

Currency and conversion

Markets, population, 
effects of climate change

Alebrijes, angles, and paint



Language Arts (Ben)
“[The book] is a graphic novel 
about creating an identity for 
yourself in America. Most of 
us have a desire to belong and 
to be a part of something. 
Everyone comes from some 
sort of cultural heritage and 
has something to share.” -
Gene Luen Yang



Language Arts



Language Arts



Future Teachers 
Incorporating Funds of 

Knowledge in Methods Courses
(Kim)



Oasis English Camp
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Bilingual/ESL Methods Course

1. Model
a. The first day of class
b. Circle check-ins
c. Activating prior knowledge 
d. Classroom observations

2. Unit plan preparation activities
a. Questions
b. Building thematic units
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The End. Questions?
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