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Simulation in the Classroom!
Critical Thinking Day 1
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Introduction



Simulation



Sim Essentials

(INASCL, 2021)



(NCSBN, 2021)



If you don't have time to debrief, 
don't bother to simulate.



Pre-Brief

Simulation

Debrief



Debriefing for Meaningful Learning in a Nutshell:

1. Initial Reactions

2. What went well & WHY?

3. What didn't go well & WHY?

4. What are the takeaways from this experience?

(Dreifuerst, 2015)



Not all SIM needs a lab.



Active Learning
• Move towards creating and implementing teaching 

strategies that replace inactive, traditional classroom 
learning (Jeffries, 2021)

• Empowers learner 
• Engages learner in active higher order thinking 
• Engages learner in reflection facilitated by an educator 

(Cambridge Assessment International Education, n. d.)

(Image Pixabay.com)



Active Learning applied in Simulations

• Learner-centered
• Dynamic
• Meaningful
• Engaging safe learning 

environment
• Collaborative interaction 
• Goal safe patient care
• Ongoing constructive and 

nonjudgmental feedback
(Franco-Tantulco, 2021)
(Image Rappleyea Root Cause Simulation, 2021)



Constructivist Pedagogy and Simulations

Creating reality 
- Discussion
- Self-reflection
- Questioning 

(Kriz, 2010; Mukhalalati & Taylor, 2019)

Feedback provided by nurse educator
- Helps construct new learning with prior learning
- Promotes learning in future simulations

(Kaakinen & Arwood, 2009)

(Image Rappleyea Root Cause Simulation, 2021)



Team-Based Learning (TBL) and Simulations

• Learner-centered strategy
• Evidenced-based literature 
• Interaction builds teamwork skills     

(Kim & Jang, 2017) 

• Teamwork Perceptions Questionnaire 
scores (n= 229) increased after session 
on teamwork and simulation 
(Roh, Kim, Park, & Ahn, 2020)

(Image Pixabay.com)



Design Considerations
Be all in

Healthcare Simulation Standards 
of Best PracticeTM Simulation 
Design - Clinical Simulation In 
Nursing 
(nursingsimulation.org)

Challenging but do-able

Make it real and directly applicable
Simulation
Andragogy

Establish Trust and Environment

(Image Pixabay.com)

https://www.nursingsimulation.org/article/S1876-1399(21)00096-7/fulltext


Design Elements (Review)
• Motivation

– Build confidence
– Refresher
– Serve as critical scaffolding for activity

• How To
– Scaffolding
– Curriculum map
– Collaboration 
– Past knowledge, skills, attitudes (KSA) informs content elements
– Use familiar and critical constructs when possible

• What we did
– Core skills from program objectives and licensure boards deliverables
– Pathopharm I, Adult Nursing I, medical terminology, simulation lab
– Clinical Judgement Model, ISBAR, Prioritization
– CTLT feedback



Design Elements (Preview)

• Motivation
– Prime the learning space
– Provide scaffolding for the semester

• How To
– Start with course and unit objectives for critical knowledge, skills, and attitudes
– Hide as non-critical or gentle content elements
– Increase the difficulty level of formally introduced skills

• What we did
– All the way through Clinical Judgment Model and related terminology
– Sepsis, fluid volume overload, hypovolemia, laboratory value interpretation, clinical vigilance



Simulation in Classroom (Megan)

Let's walk through our example
A) Review and Preview elements
B) Curriculum wide Frameworks

C) How it went, wisdom for the future



Lessons Learned

Moving forward into the future



Q&A

Thank You!
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