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Overview

01 Presentation
• Faculty intros

02 Open panel discussion
• What we’re hearing the classroom
• Re-framing the conversation as educators
• Facing our own anxieties
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Faculty Intros

cool stuff we do
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Dan Cox
Assistant Professor of Game Design

• Has created small language 
models for historical research.

• Uses GitHub Copilot 
(development tool) as part of 
code work.

• Teaches how to use 
generative AI with 
game development
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Christopher Lackey
Assistant Professor of Creative Technologies

• Generative and procedural media, repurposing data for creative ends
• Human-computer interaction, custom controllers, installations
• Game design and development
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Kristin Carlson
Associate Professor of Creative Technologies

• Creativity support tools
• Works with movement, motion, and interaction

• Uses AI in brainstorming and iteration 



Simone Downie
Assistant Professor of Game Design + Animation

MURDER ON MANSION HILL
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Greg Corness
Assistant Professor of Game Design

Philosophical Stance: Our beliefs about the world and the 
agents in it are built from our experience

My Sandboxes:

• Generative algorithms for music
• Understanding human perception of 

structure
• How humans perceive agency in a 

system

• Human interaction with 
autonomous media agents

• Modeling social cues in robot and 
media agents

• Modeling processes for perceiving 
and projecting intention
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Student concerns

and how we can respond
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Re - framing

STUDENT ANXIETY

AI will replace jobs

TEACHING PERSPECTIVE

AI will define jobs
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Re - framing

STUDENT ANXIETY

AI will replace jobs

AI is theft

AI creates soulless ‘slop’

AI is killing the environment

TEACHING PERSPECTIVE

AI will define jobs

AI can be used ethically or not

AI can be a creative partner

AI doesn't equal datacenter
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Re - framing 
Reversed

TEACHING ANXIETY

Recipe Syndrome: Students code/ write/ design for a solution 
without understanding why/ the process/ how
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Re - framing 
Reversed

TEACHING ANXIETY

Recipe Syndrome: Students code/ write/ design for a solution 
without understanding why/ the process/ how

Fear/ rejection of AI use because it is “bad”

Students have strong concerns over AI in work THEY want to do, but no 
comprehension of how it is already baked into their tools

AI ”magic” obfuscates the tech that students are using (apps have already 
contributed to this)

Trash in, trash out
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Thank you!

Simone Downie, asdowni@ilstu.edu
Dan Cox, dlcox8@ilstu.edu

Chris Lackey, cjlacke@ilstu.edu
Greg Corness, gjcorne@ilstu.edu
Kristin Carlson, kacarl1@ilstu.edu
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Accessible AI tools for 
students

From an Intro to Board Games perspective
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Understanding 
a rulebook
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Streamlining 
feedback
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Testing 
designs



Creativity Support Tools

iDanceForms  and Cochoreo :
• Supports user expertise
• Engages with user habits and 

bias
• Helps to motivate and provoke 

users to “get out of a rut”
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